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Dawson Neighborhood News 
The Newsletter of the Dawson Neighborhood Association   

 

 

 

DNPCT - A Year of Things to be Thankful 

for in the Neighborhood 
Peter Davis, Chair 

 

The plan for Mixed-use properties and building density have made little 

progress in developments on the neighborhood perimeter, but this may be a relief. 

The neighborhood could be in a different situation if dense, tall buildings along 

South Congress and South First were looming over the adjacent small homes of a 

very slim neighborhood. Also the new developments completed have meant vacant 

properties are now functioning. 

The “Tree” Mixed-Use development on S. First at Post Road has been 

completed with more than 300 rental apartments. Two massive trees were 

relocated as part of the work. So thanks for that and an end to the construction. We 

also can look forward to a small amount of retail on S. First, hopefully providing 

amenities to the hood. 

The $4million storm drainage renovation project for streets from Oltorf to 

Cumberland has also finally finished after two years of disruption to the area. 

Residents that complained of flooding have to be thankful for the changes. Gillis 

Park is getting back to normal also. The Havana/Dawson Elementary section of the 

storm drain improvements is in progress. 

On Ben White, Chuck E Cheese’s has moved out, but with the new 

adjacent 2 story Reliant Rehabilitation Hospital in operation (not a drug rehab 

facility) and the new one story MedSpring facility opened next to P. Terry’s, it could 

spur a replacement development. Thanks for the healthy changes 

The empty property at the northwest corner of Dunlap and S. Congress is 

now a used car lot, and they have been working with the city to resolve zoning and 

permit issues.  

The warehouse property at 3804 S. Congress was tidied up in removing 

the dilapidated metal buildings but the 2 story masonry warehouse was converted 

to a one story building. We should be thankful that the Austin long-time business 

Binswanger Glass has moved in. 

The Green Muse at 519 Oltorf didn’t survive after a fire and brief re-

opening. Sorry to see it go. Winebelly restaurant has now moved in to offer tapas. 

Welcome them also. 

A big thank you to Trinity Abundant Life Church and Pastor Mike for 

dedicating a piece of property on Cumberland to the neighborhood for a community 

garden. It appears to be well supported and filled up in a short time. 

I know of 4 new homes constructed in the neighborhood, which are big two 

story volumes but immediate neighbors should be thankful they are controlled by 

the so-called McMansion ordinance. 

The Flats on Wilson at Cumberland are also complete and available for 

purchase and partially occupied. Although it would have been nice to have an 

official pedestrian route through to Gillis Park per the neighborhood plan and built 

as originally agreed with the neighborhood, we should be thankful that they are 

broken up into smaller blocks to be a better scale for the adjacent houses. 

In the next year, with the better economy, we can expect new development 

proposals. We should be thankful if they are on S. Congress properties mainly (and 

a few on S. First) designated by our Neighborhood Plan for Mixed-Use and already 

zoned for higher density. 

November/December 
2013 

Annual Potluck  

Please bring your 

favorite dish or drink 

and join us for 

neighborhood 

festivities! The 

meeting will be brief 

so we can spend the 

time eating, drinking 

and otherwise being 

merry. 

Monday, Dec. 9, 6:30 p.m. 

South Austin Multipurpose 
Center 

2508 Durwood 
 

I. Neighborhood Assn. 
1. Approval of Minutes 
2. New Business 

a) Election of Officers 
(see minutes p. 2) 

3. Old Business 
4. Issues in the N’hood 

 

II. Planning Contact Team 
1. Approval of Minutes 
2. Membership Report 
3. New Business 

a) Election of Board 
Members (see minutes 
p. 2) 

4.    Old Business 
 

We meet on the 2nd Monday 
of Feb, Apr, June, Aug, Oct 

& Dec 
 

We look forward to seeing 
you at our next meeting! 

 

 


